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STANDING WITH THE TRUTH

Looking Ahead...

Daniel 7:1-14

THE DREAM

Daniel 7:1-8 Earlier, during the first year of King Belshaz-
zar's reign in Babylon, Daniel had a dream and saw visions
as he lay in his bed. He wrote down the dream, and this is
what he saw. In my vision that night, |, Daniel, saw a great
storm churning the surface of a great sea, with strong
winds blowing from every direction. Then four huge beasts
came up out of the water, each different from the others.
The first beast was like a lion with eagles' wings. As |
watched, its wings were pulled off, and it was left standing
with its two hind feet on the ground, like a human being.
And it was given a human mind. Then | saw a second
beast, and it looked like a bear. It was rearing up on one
side, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth.
And | heard a voice saying to it, "Get up! Devour the flesh
of many people!" Then the third of these strange beasts
appeared, and it looked like a leopard. It had four bird's
wings on its back, and it had four heads. Great authority
was given to this beast. Then in my vision that night, | saw
a fourth beast—terrifying, dreadful, and very strong. It de-
voured and crushed its victims with huge iron teeth and
trampled their remains beneath its feet. It was different
from any of the other beasts, and it had ten horns. As | was
looking at the horns, suddenly another small horn ap-
peared among them. Three of the first horns were torn out
by the roots to make room for it. This little horn had eyes
like human eyes and a mouth that was boasting arrogant-
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LESSON #1 SERIOUS

Luke 21:12 - there will be a time of great persecution. You will be
dragged into synagogues and prisons, and you will stand trial before
kings and governors because you are my followers.

1 Peter 4:12-13 - Dear friends, don't be surprised at the fiery trials you
are going through, as if something strange were happening to you.

KEY UNDERSTANDING: WHEN PEOPLE OF AUTHORITY USE
THEIR AND IN DE-
FIANCE OF GOD’S AND GOD’S NATURE,
IT WILL HAVE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES IN PEOPLE’S
LIVES.

*Warning:
o A de-winged Lion = and
« Aravenous bear = and

« A winged beast = the speed of

e A horn with a voice = and
words
KEY UNDERSTANDING: IF WE ARE NOT WE
WILL FAIR WELL SPIRITUALLY

Proverbs 21:31 - The horse is prepared for the day of battle, but the vic-
tory belongs to the Lord.

John 16:33 - I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me.
Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, be-

cause I have overcome the world.”

LESSON #2 !

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd
of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us
down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with en-

durance the race God has set before us.
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