The Lord’s Three Course Supper
1 Corinthians 11:17-34
Pastor Rick Durst, PVBC

Remember: Baptism marks the beginning of discipleship, communion marks our continuance.

Why does it really matter if someone takes communion when they have not been baptized?

Four historic “recipes” for the supper:
· Transubstantiation (Roman Catholic & Anglican) - the real flesh and blood of Christ takes the place of the bread and cup
· Consubstantiation (Lutheran) - the real flesh and blood is there with the bread and cup
· Real Presence - Christ is really present with the celebration of the Supper but not by changes in substance of the elements
· Commemoration - we experience Christ’s presence in worship as we remember what He has done for us at the cross – “where 2 or 3 are gathered together in my name, I am in the midst”

Which of the above “recipes” make communion essential for salvation and which make it essential for membership?
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Biblical Recipe is:

Commemoration: how does remembering together strengthen and even heal relationships?

Anticipation: how does a biblical hope together enable us to endure hard times?

Reconciliation: what would happen if, whenever you met resistance or offense, you realized you haven’t lost your ministry, you have found it: the ministry of reconciliation? 2 Cor. 5:18. Do you have a theology of anger? How does it work? Eph. 4:25-32

Which of these three callings is the one that the Lord would most like you to focus on this week?

Past - Trust His Cross
Future - Run the Race in Hope
Present - Allow Nothing to Separate
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